The bryophyte diversity in the Vallikkattu kavu of Kozhikode district is enumerated along with the conservation of bryophytes in the sacred grove is discussed. This report represents many interesting finds such as Bryum retusifolium var. heterophyllum Card. ex Gangulee a new record to Kerala and Ditrichum tortuloides Grout. is a new record for Peninsular India. The endemic species Fissidens kammadensis Manju et al. and the rare species Calymperes palisotti Schwaegr. could be collected from this sacred grove.
Introduction
Sacred groves represent patches of forests protected by assigning them as the abode of Gods and Goddesses. They are considered as one of the land use systems with ecological and socio-cultural importance in the region. They are also regarded as the treasure house of rare and endemic species. Kerala is one of the state having maximum number of Sacred Groves. They are traditionally conserved as a part of natural worship and these practices have played an important role in protection of biodiversity (Bhagawat et al., 2005; Bhagawat & Rutte, 2006.) . The sacred grove performs several ecological functions, which directly or indirectly helps to maintain ecosystem health of all other interacting landscape units. Sacred Groves harbour a wide variety of habitat and landscapes and serve as a storehouse of rare and endemic species. Despite the fact that many sacred groves are still well preserved, many have also been destroyed and others are now threatened by anthropogenic activities. A number of studies have been conducted on the floristic diversity and other aspects of sacred groves of Southern India such as Gadgil (1985) , , Hughes, (1997, 1998) , Godbole (1998 ), Anupama (2008 , etc. There is only a single report on the bryophytes of sacred groves in Kerala (Manju et al. 2008 The present paper enumerates the bryophyte diversity of the area in detail. This is the first of its kind from a sacred grove in India. The taxa are arranged in alphabetical order within each of the two divisions of bryophytes, the Marchantiophyta (liverworts) and Bryophyta (Mosses). For each species representative specimens with following data are included; the locality, the collector's name, collection number, and comments on the distribution of species is Horizon e-Publishing Group ISSN: provided with photographs. The bryophyte specimens were deposited in the Zamorin's Guruvayurappan college herbarium (ZGC). 
List

Cololejeunea lanciloba
Steph.; epiphyllous, leafy thallus is closely appressed to the angiosperm leaf surface. kozhikode-Vallikkattukavu (53m) 27. 9. 2014, Jyothi & Mithun 3834, 3841, 3827; 29. 6. 2014, Jyothi et al. 579 (ZGC) . It is distributed in India (Kerala-Kozhikode), Nicobar Islands; Japan, China, Borneo, Philippines, Hawai, Java, Malaya, Bangladesh, Thailand, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Polynesia, New Caledonia, Australia and Africa. Jyothi et al. 594 b, 585; 27.9.2014 Jyothi & Mithun 3809, 3819a (ZGC) . It is distributed in South India (Goa, Kerala, Tamil Nadu); Sri Lanka, Myanmar, China, Africa and America. Fissidens crispulus Brid.; found on root buttresses and soil along with Riccardia multifida. Distributed in India: Kozhikode -Vallikkattukavu (53m) 29.6. 2014 Jyothi et al. 583, 570; 27.9.2014, Jyothi & Mithun 3803b, 3807b, 3837b (ZGC) .it is distributed in South India (Kerala), North India (Himalaya); China and Philippines.
Cyathodium cavernarum
Calymperes palisotti
Fissidens flaccidus Mitt., terrestrial-found on soil Kozhikode-Vallikkattukavu (53m). 27. 9. 2014, Jyothi & Mithun 3816b (ZGC) . Distributed in South India (Kerala-Wayanad, Tamil Nadu); Central India: (Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh); North-east India: (Bengal, Haryana, Khandala, Western Himalayas); Sri Lanka, China, Indonesia, Borneo, Brazil, Myanmar, Taiwan, Japan, Java, Nepal, Mexico. New Guinea, Philippines and Ryukyus.
Fissidens ganguleei Norkett., it was found on root buttresses and on soil. Kozhikode-Vallikkattukavu (53m). 27.9.2014, Jyothi & Mithun (3804) (3828) 29. 6. 2014, Jyothi et al. 576, 578, 588, 592a (ZGC) . This species is earlier recoded from Kammadam Kavu in Kasaragod district of Kerala only by Manju et al. (2008) . (Plate 4).
Fissidens pellucidus Hornsch., found on soil. Kozhikode-Vallikkattukavu (53m) 29.6.2014, Jyothi et al. 598, 576a; 27. 9. 2014, Jyothi & Mithun 3821a, 3822, 3826, 3830, 3831a, 3888 (ZGC) 
